Extra Credit: Too Close to Home

BACKGROUD

Read the following article from the New York Time’s Public Editor, who acts as a representative regarding complaints from readers: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/07/opinion/07pubed.html?partner=rssnyt&emc=rss
Clark Hoyt argues that the New York Times should reassign the Jerusalem Bureau Chief because his son serves in the Israeli Defense Forces, thereby creating a potential conflict toward objective reporting. 

The newspaper’s executive editor disagrees: 

http://publiceditor.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/02/06/bill-keller-takes-exception-to-too-close-to-home/
Bill Keller argues that all reporter’s bring personal baggage that can lead to bias, therefore the bureau chief will continue in his position. 

ASSIGNMENT

Write a 2-page essay in which you 

1) Outline the arguments made by the public editor and executive editor

2) Weigh the merits of each

3) State clearly which position you support

4) Back up your position with reasoning

